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An Examination of Diagnostic/Formative Assessment
Policies and Practices in the Southwest Region

Under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), statewide assessment and accountability has resulted in the
implementation of more frequent testing at a local level as part of a strategy to better
djﬁéﬁ-)fﬁé’fdﬁﬂf&?@trengths and weaknesses. The strategy of employing
diagnostic/formative assessment allows educators to identify student gaps and respond in a
timely manner to positively impact student outcomes. This research study is designed to
identify both common and promising practices around school use of diagnostic/formative
assessments. The research will synthesize literature on effective practices for diagnostic
testing, and analyze the assessment policies and practices in relation to diagnostic testing of
states in the region.

This research will be beneficial to a number of professionals including policymakers, District and
Building Administrators, Assessment Directors and Parents.



After the completion of the research study, the results will be compiled into customized
products specific to your needs. Outlined below are the products available for you and the
tentative schedule for publication.

This bulletin will keep you updated on the
research objectives and will provide relevant information regarding timelines and
the application of research to assist you in aligning goals and potential incorporation
of research into education assessment plans.

This report will contain in-depth detail regarding the
scope of the rigorous research, methodologies, data sources, participants, etc., as
well as a comprehensive presentation of research results.

This brief will provide pertinent information for
policymakers as they assimilate data into their decision making process regarding
education assessment policies.

A report customized especially for District Level
personnel, the research will be tailored to address needs specific to issues relevant
to Districts as they develop annual assessment plans.

This report will provide an overview specific to
technical characteristics of the research study that are critical to reliability and
validity of the results, such as data sources, methodologies, etc.

This guide will be useful to parents as it will
synthesize the results of the research study and provide insight into the use of
diagnostic/formative assessments.

Visit our web site at http://edlabs.ed.gov/RELSouthwest to access updated schedules for
research product releases and detailed information on how to receive a product. All REL
Southwest products are FREE of charge.

At REL Southwest, we work closely with Administrators and Educators to ensure our research is
representative of the southwest region. We have ongoing needs for research participants and
welcome new members. To find out more about becoming a research partner, please call
(877) 338-2623.
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