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What is the research

What’sin a definition? When it comesto the definition of “Rural”, the implications are vast and have
profound consequences for the equitable distribution of services and funding in rural constituencies.
Qurrently, there isinconsistency in the definition and interpretation of “Rural”. These inconsistencies
can distort the scope of the rural educational system and diminish the issues in rural communities that
ultimately impact student achievement. This research will yield three separate reports that will allow
the examination of the varying definitions of rural as well as the purposes served by the definitions,
and demographic and geographic profiles describing rural districts and communities in the REL
Southwest region. In addition, the research will be of great value to policymakers and educational
administrators in reviewing the current landscape of rural definitions, and developing a precise and
uniform system for defining rural and ensuring that the practices and funding surrounding rural
constituencies are fair and equitable.

Who can use the research?

This research will be beneficial to a number of professionals including State and District Policymakers,
District Administrators and educators, parents and community advocates in rural locales.

What will the research look like and when will it be available?

After the completion of the research study, the results will be compiled into customized products
specific to your needs. Outlined are the products available for you and a tentative schedule for
publication.



e Interim Research Bulletin (August 2006This bulletin will keep you updated on the
research objectives and will provide relevant information regarding timelines and the
application of research to assist you in aligning goals and potential incorporation of research
into education plans.

e Final Reportskebruary 2007September 2007, and January 20G8These reports will
contain in-depth detail regarding the scope of the rigorous research, methodologies, data
sources, participants, etc., as well as a comprehensive presentation of research results.

0 February2007—This report will provide the varying definitions of rural and the
purposes served by each definition.

0 September2007—This report will illustrate the demographic and geographic
profiles describing rural districts and communities in the REL Southwest region
based on the varying definitions.

0 January 2008-The third report will identify the implications for educational
funding, policies and practices based on rural definitions.

e Policy Level Briefif' Quarter 2008) — This brief will provide pertinent information for
policymakers as they assimilate data into their decision making process regarding education
policy that has profound impact on rural constituencies.

e District Level Advisory 1f' Quarter 2008) — A report customized especially for District
Level personnel , the research will be tailored to address needs specific to issues relevant to

Districts in rural areas.

Where can | find this research?

Visit our web site at http://edlabs.ed.gov/RELSouthwest to access updated schedules for research
product releases and detailed information on how to receive a product. All REL Southwest products

are FREE of charge.

How do | participate in research?

At REL Southwest, we work closely with Administrators and Educators to ensure our research is representative
of the southwest region. We have ongoing needs for research participants and welcome new members. To find
out more about becoming a research partner, please call (877) 338-2623.
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